THE DRESS TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
SUMMARY:

At present The Dress has been performed a number of times in the grand hallway of a
mansion — TRAVERSE style. - with one row of 15 either side. Also in the large Burke Room at
Hotel Windsor with audiences seated around round tables. The actors performed in front of
and moved amongst the tables.

Below is our simple set that breaks down to be easily toured. There is also a simple folding
screen for Bertin. Below is an image of the set piece (the largest) that can be flexible in
placement and is used when ‘Hannah’ leaves the space and also where she gets changed
between scenes. We have added circles of blue material (not seen in image) which covers
the stabilising bases.

If we are performing in a proscenium arch space that has centre audience access , the actors
could exit (as if going off to the ball) through the audience.

7 (HRS) 2 hours

PERFORMANCE TIME - one hour 15 minutes

INTERVAL — no interval but we do ask for a space for audience and actors to mingle straight
after show ends. Could be the foyer, or actors just return to the room. As audience delights
in seeing the costumes up close it adds to the experience. Drinks could be served at this
point, either included in ticket price (something very simple — we just had bubbly, softdrink
or water), or if there is a bar — that it be open for audience to purchase.



VENUE STAFFING REQUIREMENTS
Number, tasks, skills
THEATRE FORMATS

e Black box theatre
e Proscenium arch

e Community hall

e Community centre
e A large hallway

STAGING AND SEATING FORMATS

e Flat floor
e Traverse
e Raised stage

MINIMUM STAGE DIMENSIONS (metres)

- traverse — 10-15 M (this can be flexible)

- proscenium arch— 8M width — 5M depth — (this can be flexible)
OTHER VENUE REQUIREMENTS

AUDIENCE INTERATON — There is quite an amount of audience interaction which fits
perfectly with traverse theatre. Black box theatre (flat floor with tiered seating) would also
work really well as the actors can still interact easily with the front rows.

LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS

We bring our own rechargable lamps to add ambience and change effect for ‘Bertin’s home’.
But we would use whatever general lighting is available.

If a venue does have a lighting rig, we will have a simple design which will be a general wash
that effectively lights the staging material. For Bertin’s scene lights would be dimmed with
two specials for Bertin’s ‘home’. The final reveal of the dress would be rich bright lighting.

AUDIO REQUIREMENTS

None from venue. Musician performs live and we will bring a speaker. Access to a
powerpoint is all that is required.

SET REQUIREMENTS FOR VENUE
Two chairs — preferably classic 19t century style if available.

Two simple tables for behind screens to place costumes, props



