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WORKSHOPS & RESOURCES 
 

SPARROWS OF KABUL | FRED SMITH PRODUCTIONS 
 

Fred can provide a teacher's resource pack (free) and the following workshops/presentations/book talk (for 

an additional $400) suitable for schools (Yrs 10, 11 & 12), community groups and libraries: 

 1. Australia in Afghanistan  

Part lecture, part concert, this workshop discusses the Australian involvement in Afghanistan from its origins 

in post-9/11 global politics to the fall of Kabul in August 2021. It looks at important questions like why were 

Australian soldiers and diplomats working in Afghanistan, how did we come to be in Uruzgan Province, what 

we trying to achieve there, what were the challenges, why did the Afghan state disintegrate, why are things 

the way they are in Afghanistan, what did we achieve there, was it worth it, and what lessons can be learned 

for Australian society? 

Duration: 60 minutes  

Age Suitability: Year 10 upwards 

Maximum Workshop size: More the better 

Tech requirements: digital projector, screen, Audio PA if necessary for room size. 

2. Australian involvement in peacekeeping  

While armies have traditionally been built for state-on-state conflict, the Australian military, since 1996, has 

been involved in a series of peacekeeping missions to help stabilise fragile states such as in East Timor, 

Bougainville, Solomon Islands, and Afghanistan. This workshop examines how and why we have become 

involved in these missions and discusses what is it like to live in a society where government has lost control 

of law and order and competing armed groups struggle for power.  

Duration: 60 minutes 

Age Suitability: Year 10 upwards 

Maximum Workshop size: More the better 

Tech requirements: digital projector, screen, Audio PA if necessary for room size.  

3. Writing and arranging Australian contemporary songs  

Looking at the great Australian narrative song writing tradition from Lawson to Kev Carmody to Paul Kelly, 

this workshop teaches students how to build songs that tell stories dealing with issues in their own 

communities. Uniquely Australian, this style of storytelling song writing is rarely taught and will provide 

students with a once in a lifetime opportunity to learn from a master of the art form.  

Duration: 45-120 minutes 

Age Suitability: Year 9 upwards 

Maximum Workshop size: 20 

Tech requirements: none  


