
Quick Response Grant

Project Summary Artist Benefits
Lancefield Neighbourhood House 
invited fire affected community 
members from Lancefield/Benloch to 
participate in a workshop that gave 
them the skills to transform steel 
objects that had been destroyed 
by the fire into a work of art that 
was assembled to become a large 
community artwork.
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Two workshops were held where participants 
learned welding and blacksmith skills which 
they used to contribute to a larger community 
sculpture. The participants were fire affected 
residents who used their skills to transform metal 
objects that had been destroyed by the fire in to 
a work of art which will be permanently displayed 
at the entrance to the community where the fires 
occurred. 
The transformed objects included pieces collected 
by the participants and others donated by people 
in the community to be part of a significant work 
of art. The sculpture will define an entrance to the 
area, offering a spectacular point of interest for 
everyone passing the site and a significant and 
poignant landmark for all the residents.

Public Outcome
The preparation of the workshop was an 
excellent exercise in organising an event. 
Those skills involve advertising of a workshop, 
organising professionals to teach as well as 
preparing materials and spaces appropriate for 
a workshop.  
Those teaching the workshop gained some ex-
perience in engaging with the public, exchang-
ing ideas, passing on knowledge as well as 
engaging in a social context. Some of the art-
ists were fire affected themselves and greatly 
profited from a general community feel around 
working through an emotional experience.

The workshops helped to forge new connections and also created a support system. The learning 
of new skills may also have some economic impact for some of the participants opening up 
new employment opportunities. Working with other artists from a diversity of disciplines and 
experience was also of huge benefit. 
The workshops offered the possibility for creative expression whilst also working through trauma 
and past experiences. The use of materials that came from fire affected properties has sparked 
many conversations and memories that were worked through.  
Many of the participants were women, part of the community that is not often involved in metal 
fabrication. The workshops offered a safe and welcoming environment for women and also 
teenagers to familiarise themselves with new methods and approaches.
The final installation gives a strong identity to the area where these participants live, an area 
that has dealt with fire several times over recent years, a relatively isolated area which now has a 
very significant, iconic, entrance and this certainly enhances the cultural and social fabric of the 
community.
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