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Memories. Photographer: Lindy Allen

Project Summary

Public Outcome

Artist Benefits

This project engaged the women of
Falls Creek in weaving workshops with
renowned Yorta Yorta possum skin
cloak maker, printmaker, sculptor,
weaver and painter Dr Treahna Hamm.

An exhibition featuring 10 completed
works, held in the QT Board Room at Falls
Creek, was launched by the Federal
Member for Indi, Cathy McGowan AO MP
on Sat 13 October 2018. Following the
exhibition the works have been
permanently housed at the Falls Creek
Museum.

Artist Treahna Hamm shared some
thoughts about the project:

The aim of the project was to allow
the community, and its 700,000
annual visitors, to consider Falls
Creek’s significant ancient past and
contemplate issues of climate change
and what we might learn from an
Indigenous perspective about our
connection to the land. Treahna used
ski clothing and material embellished
with endangered flora to co-create a
new body of work with the workshop
participants.

Community Benefits

Falls Creek Resort Management also
worked with commercial lodge owners to
exhibit the works across the mountain
during the winter months, and this
assisted in value adding to the Falls Creek
visitors’ experience.
A postcard documenting the project and
the outcomes was produced and is
available for all visitors to Falls Creek.

“When you are weaving and talking
it is like the stitch is a word – the end
product represents the conversation
you’ve had. It’s a respect. Some of my
work is strong because you put in what
you learn, you have your ancestors’
voices coming through the work.”
“Doing workshops with small
communities reinforces my own cultural
activity within my career, reinforces my
identity, ancestry, the importance of
referencing and sharing knowledge. I’ve
learned a lot from the participants as
well.”

This was the first time a lengthy artist-in-residence project involving community
participants has been held in Falls Creek. Workshops were held daily over a 10 day
period in October and participants were a combination of invited women from the
community, their children and friends, students from Falls Creek Primary School, and
their families.
Participants were able to create something of their own from scratch or work
collaboratively to complete several collaborative works. Weaving together creates a
purposeful space where people can practice a craft and talk freely about a range of
personal or social issues, sharing history, stories, asking questions of each other.
Many participants found themselves asking the artist about her background as a
member of the stolen generation and for most, what they learned from Treahna’s
generous responses were things they were learning for the first time.
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Jacinta Deacon, Treahna Hamm, and Anne
Maree Connolly with artwork.
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