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Max Gillies - Author and performer
Max Gillies has won a Logie, a Mo Award, a Variety Club Award, two TV Penguin Awards, a Green Room Award 
for Best Actor and was named Best Actor in the National Theatre Awards. He is a Member of the Order of 
Australia for Services to Australian Theatre. His television shows The Gillies Report, Gillies Republic and Gillies 
and Company are classics of the Australian screen and despite being last aired in 1992, are still remembered 
with great fondness by a generation of Australians.  Max Gillies is a household name for many Australians 
and a political wit yet to be experienced by many younger audiences. This tour will appeal to those who have 
enjoyed Max Gillies’ work for decades, as well as reaching a new generation of Australians
interested in politics, satire and the state of the nation. The material is timely, the performer is a legend.

Guy Rundle - Writer
Guy Rundle has been a writer for print, stage and screen for twenty years in Australia, Europe and the US. 
Since 1994 he has worked with Max Gillies on a series of shows – Club Republic (1996), Your Dreaming 
(2001) and The Big Con (2005) (also with Eddie Perfect) – which have anatomised Australia’s political and 
cultural pretensions, projections and abject failures, with Max performing a range of figures from John 
Howard to Germaine Greer, Dubya Bush, Bob Ellis and all the way back to John Howard again. Each show 
toured nationally with packed seasons at the Sydney Opera House, the Adelaide Festival, the Victorian Arts 
Centre and points west, north and south. Godzone is the fourth Gillies-Rundle show, this time sending up 
Kevin Rudd’s charismatic god-centred nation-building Festival of Ideas. 

Aiden Fennessy - Director
Aidan Fennessy is the award-winning director of Godzone. His directing credits include A Commercial 
Farce, Ruby Moon for Playbox/Neonheart, The Procedure for Melbourne Workers Theatre, his own play 
Chilling and Killing my Annabel Lee for Playbox/Chameleon and Matt Cameron’s Eskimo Calling for 
Neonheart/Company B Belvoir. Aidan was cofounder of the highly successful Chameleon Theatre and is 
currently engaged as a member of the Artistic Directorate of Hothouse Theatre. As a playwright, Aidan’s 
plays have been produced by Melbourne Theatre Company, Queensland Theatre Company, Griffin, 
Playbox and many more, both in Australia and overseas. Aidan won the Wal Cherry Award for his play 
Chilling and Killing my Annabel Lee and was short-listed for the Premier’s Literary Awards. His 2002 
comedy festival collaboration, The Trade won the prestigious Barry Award. In 2001, he directed the short
film Mr Wasinski’s Song, which won the Melbourne International Film Festival’s Erwin Rodo Award for Best 
Australian Short Film.

Shaun Gurton - Set and Costume Design
Award-winning designer Shaun Gurton lends his vast experience in professional and commercial theatre 
set and costume design to this production. Gurton has worked extensively with the MTC as well as the 
Queensland Theatre Company, Sydney Theatre Company, Company B Belvoir, Playbox, Opera Australia 
and the Victorian State Opera.


