
 
 
 
 
  

Reclaimed Pianos 
 

Circa Contemporary Circus Ltd 
 



Regional Arts Victoria Presenter Pack 1 
  

Reclaimed Pianos Information 
 
Piano and story sourcing 
The performance includes the use of a piano sourced from the community and local oral 
history/sounds bites woven into the soundscape of the show. In the months prior to the 
performance, presenters and local community groups will be invited to identify potential interview 
subjects by distributing Circa's survey to their networks. Then Circa's sound designer, Daryl Wallis, 
will visit each community and gather sound recordings of stories from local residents about their 
memories of pianos in the region. Daryl will then create a bespoke soundscape which is played 
along side live piano during the performance. Audience members delight in hearing local stories 
from the voices of their friends and family.   
 
Circa requires the assistance of the presenter committees to find a tuned piano (or one that can be 
tuned) to play during the show and identify local residents who are happy to have voice recordings 
of their stories included in the performance. 
 
Circa Workshops 
 
 
Circa can deliver a range of practical workshops and masterclasses in contemporary circus for 
children, young people and adults in your community. These activities compliment the Circa 
performance experience, deepen community engagement, and provide a rare opportunity to 
experience circus with Australia’s leading circus company.  
 
Workshops can be tailored and scaled to achieve the desired focus of your community, and can be 
lead by members of the Circa Ensemble, trainers from the Circa Training Centre, and members of 
the Circa Artistic Team.  
 
A sample of workshop ideas for children, young people and adults follows. Contact us to discuss 
your next workshop and what we can provide for you. 
 
FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL A TASTE OF CIRCUS Learn the basics of circus, building coordination, and 
flexibility. This is a great opportunity to sample skills and get a feel of what circus can offer, with an 
emphasis on learning basic skills in a supportive and fun environment.  
 
FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL CIRCUS TRICKS, FOUNDATION OF CIRCUS Experience everything from 
acrobalance to handstands and tumbling. An encouraging, creative environment that’s challenging 
and loads of fun, teenagers will have the potential to work with specialist trainers to learn new 
skills, refine technique and to work towards devising acts for the stage. 
 
FOR ADULTS PERFORMANCE MASTERCLASSES A small group of emerging and established 
performers join members of the Circa Artistic Team and members of the Circa Ensemble in a 
thought provoking session about contemporary performance in circus. Learn about the 
performance structure and languages used to create Circa’s work, methodology behind the 
creation of new work and presentation on stage. 
 
ALL WORKSHOPS All workshop venues require a space large enough to enable the group to engage 
in physical movement, sound equipment for music to be run from CD/iPod, and tumbling mats 
when appropriate. CAPACITY 24 // DURATION 60 - 90 minutes 
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Reclaimed Pianos technical specifications 
 
Running Time 
65 minutes (approx) no interval 
Contact  
Jason Organ 
Technical Director 
jason@circa.org.au 
+61 7 3852 3110 
+61 418 127 698 
 

 
Schedule 
The show is designed for same day opening.  
 
Day 1 
1000 Venue unlocked and Circa staff shown the power outlets and chairs. 
1000 - 1230 Setup acrobatic mats and sound equipment by Circa staff. Venue staff to assist with 
chair set up  
1230 – 1330 Lunch 
1330 – 1530 Technical rehearsals by Circa 
1530 – 1630 Dinner  
1630 – 1910 Show call – artists on stage 
1910 – 1930 Doors 
1930 – 2035 Performance 
2035 – 2135 Post show community supper  (if held) 
Pack up commences during the supper, if held, otherwise post show.  
 
 
Venue Crew 
A venue staff member is required who is able to unlock the venue and access the power for the sound. And, if 
possible, assist generally including the setting up of audience seating. 
 
 
Stage 

- Performing area ranging from 5m x 5m up to 8m x 10m with seating in the round configuration 
generally on the main floor of the hall rather than on the hall stage. 

- The floor must be stable, level and suitable for acrobatic impact. 
- Floor should be swept and mopped prior to Circa’s arrival. 

 
Venue Supplies: 

- Minimum performance area of 5 metres by 5 metres plus area required for audience seating 
- Maximum performance area of 8 meters by 10 metres plus area required for audience seating. 

 
 
Audience Seating 
The audience seating for the show is placed around the edges of the hall on all four sides of the performance 
space in the centre of the floor.  4 aisles run from each corner of the performance space to the corners of the 
hall.  Seats are placed flat on the floor with the rows in a staggered configuration for optimal sightlines. 
Tiered seating banks are generally not used.  

 
Venue Supplies: 

- Seating  
 
 
Lighting 
Existing hall lighting is used without any theatrical enhancement.  
 
 
 

mailto:jason@circa.org.au
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Audio 
 
Venue Supplies: 

- 1 clean 240V or 110v power supply  
- A small table and 1 chair 

 
 
Piano 
The supplied piano must be checked and tuned prior to Circa’s arrival.  It can be an upright or baby grand (or 
even grand piano if the hall is large enough) Please contact Circa to confirm the piano is suitable.  
 
Venue Supplies: 

- 1 Tuned Piano 
- 1 Piano Stool 

 
 
Performers Rider 
To ensure the performers are in peak condition to deliver the best performance possible, Circa requires the 
following: 
 

• Air‐conditioning/ Heating set and running at 22 Degrees Celsius for 4 hours prior to performance to 
the conclusion of performance if possible.  If the venue is not equipped with heating or air 
conditioning portable heaters or fan will be required depending on ambient temperature.  Please 
allow enough units to heat or cool the dressing room area as well as the performance space. 

 
 
Circa Casting and Show Development 
 
A note from Circa’s Artistic Director 
  
Circa is committed to providing our clients with the best possible productions for their audiences. Our 
practice is improvisational and based in the bodies and personalities of its performers. All our shows evolve 
and change over time. In circus, matters are complicated by injuries, cast turnover and changes in bodies, 
skill sets and acts. Additionally we continually train, rehearse and refine acts and skills so things tend to 
evolve and improve over time.  
  
Circa casts shows from within its ensemble wherever possible but we do not finalise casts until each tour is 
confirmed. As tours are often booked in advance and videos of shows are made in the past, it is often the 
case that the show that will arrive at your venue will have a significantly different cast and range of acts to 
the one you viewed on the video. 
  
We understand that this may cause a degree of concern. To help ease this, our commitment to our clients is 
that we: 

- Cast from our ensemble wherever possible 
- Provide a finalised cast list as soon as practical 
- Carefully prepare and rehearse all productions 
- Inform clients of any changes as soon as we can 

  
Ultimately we believe in providing the most true and authentic realisation of our creations each and every 
time they go on stage. This means being true to the spirit, the inner life and the heart of the piece rather than 
recreating the shell. Every Circa artist takes the stage owning and inhabiting their material, improvising and 
communicating their inner lives. This is at the heart of the Circa experience and it is why we focus our 
planning on bringing the best artists to you believing in and passionately presenting their own works, rather 
than simply presenting acts. In any given show, most of the music, acts and set-pieces will stay the same but 
to make them true and amazing, they must change and grow with the artists involved. 
  
Yaron Lifschitz 
Artistic Director 
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