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Project Summary Community Benefits
This project was a brilliant, exciting, fire 
art spectacle designed to augment the 
Creswick community’s lantern parade with 
the theme of heritage and immigration. 
The principal artist Jennifer Powell’s 
personal migrant journey was instrumental 
in the formulation of a series of wire 
framed burning sculptures. The aroma 
of eucalyptus and the visual impact of 
the burning boats combined to produce 
a sensory experience for both audience 
members and participants. Stories of 
migration reverberated amongst local 
families including the descendants of many 
would-be gold seekers who made their 
home in this great country.
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Integrated with the annual Creswick Lantern Festival, Burning Boats Spectacle had a solid and 
unforgettable impact on Creswick. Hundreds of local people watched the parade, of which the 
Burning Boats Spectacle was the central core. The rationale of the project was explained to 
the crowd by the Town Crier, who led the parade in a circuit around the central public space 
on a magnificent spring evening. Members of the public joined in the parade with local school 
children carrying hand-made lanterns. Seven Hills singers led the popular anthem “I am 
Australian” which brought the parade to its conclusion as the cauldron containing the notes 
of negative migration experiences were ignited and the mythical phoenix rose from the ashes. 
The audience was simply captivated with a combined visual, auditory, and olfactory experience. 
People remarked on how much they enjoyed the experience, and the phrase “never seen 
anything like it” was a common reaction.

Public Outcome

Pavilion Arts seeks to improve social 
cohesion and build community through the 
arts. Viewed through this lens their Burning 
Boats Spectacle was a raging success. Several 
community groups worked in partnership on 
the event, tending to and assisting with
logistics. The Creswick Community Bank 
funded catering for the event. Creswick Men’s 
Shed made their facility available for the final 
preparation of the “boats”, and gave their 
labour to assist in setting up the six sculptures 
for the showcase. CFA Creswick loaned their 
premises, prepared the fire risk assessment, 
and one of their number ignited the sulptures. 
Socially, the event saw many generations 
coming together to watch the young lantern 
carriers. Business & Tourism Creswick said it 
was the epitome of community building - a well 
prepared event where people found them-
selves meeting and talking to many they’d not 
met before.

The concept was conceived by principal artist 
Jennifer Powell and reflected her own migration 
experience. Jennifer’s talent was evident in the 
success of the event. Many of her fellow artists 
expressed congratulations for the concept and 
the many hours of work forming the burning 
boat structures. An increase in community 
interest was in evidence, and knowledge of 
Jennifer’s work has exploded exponentially.
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